
The horse sector in South Australia is an important 
part of our community and contributes to its 
social, economic and environmental fabric. To 
ensure that horse clubs and organisations thrive 
and continues to contribute to our community, 
we need to plan and prepare for changes in our 
climate and future proof our horses.

This Action Plan has been prepared to guide and support horse clubs 
and organisations so that the health and wellbeing of our horses is not 
compromised and we can continue the activities we enjoy as owners, 
riders, volunteers and spectators.

This Action Plan provides information about what you could do to future 
proof your club or organisation.  It contains an easy to use checklist to 
help identify what you are doing now as well as opportunities to do more.  

WHAT IS GOING TO HAPPEN TO OUR CLIMATE?
The South Australian climate is naturally 
variable and we are used to extreme 
weather events including droughts, floods 
and heatwaves. Climate change is projected 
to increase the intensity and frequency of 
these events. Projections indicate that in the 
future we will see:

✔ Less rainfall and more frequent 
drought with the annual average 
rainfall to decrease across Australia. 

✔ More frequent and intense rainfall 
events. 

✔ Hotter temperatures and more 
heatwaves, with average annual 
temperatures projected to increase 
across South Australia. 

✔ Longer and more frequent heatwaves 
are also projected with higher 
maximum temperatures.

✔ Increased evaporation, reducing the 
amount of water available for run-off 
or to recharge aquifers.

✔ More days of extreme fire danger.

✔ Global average sea level is projected 
to rise by up to 0.81m by 2100. 
Coastal inundation, storm surge and 
coastline erosion are also projected 
to increase.

The Morphettville Racecourse Wetland was 
built in 2001/2002.

Covering 3.5 hectares, the catchment area 
for the wetland includes stormwater flow 
from two drains in Bray Street, south of the 
racecourse. Water enters a sediment pond 
where floating litter is collected in a net 
and large materials settle out. The water 
is then piped into the wetland, where it 
travels through a series of deep and shallow 
marshes. 

The water flowing out of the wetland is ideal 
for irrigation as it has very low salinity. 
During winter months, water is captured and 
pumped into a tertiary limestone aquifer 
below the racecourse. During the summer 
months, the water in the aquifer is recovered 
and used for irrigation. Up to 600 megalitres 
of water a year is recharged into the aquifer. 
This exceeds the amount required to irrigate 
the racecourse.
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WHAT ARE YOU ALREADY DOING AND 
WHAT ELSE COULD YOU DO?
You might already be doing many of these things.  
Check the boxes to see what else you could do.

RIDING & TRAINING
Ensure event planning includes evacuation and emergency response 
procedures

Inform local police and fire authorities (CFS) when organising events in 
bushfire prone areas during the fire danger season.

Check local weather & warnings including flood & bushfire danger warnings 
prior to event

Assess impact after heavy rain events to minimise damage on trails, arenas, 
other infrastructure & safety

Familiarise your group with event heat & horse welfare policies

Limit activity during hot weather & schedule where possible for the mornings 
or late evenings

Provide regular breaks & water for horses riders, participants & spectators 
during hot weather, ensuring shade for tying up horses & water to cool off 
horses

To prevent injury to horses, adapt training regimes if ground is too hard due to 
lack of irrigation or rainfall 

Investigate the use of artificial equestrian & racing sports surfaces

HORSE HEALTH
Familiarise club members with post flood clean up requirements, including 
decontamination

Manage feed & water storage & distribution to avoid encouraging pest animals 
& manage impacts of bats & mosquitos

Maintain grassed areas as ground  cover will be cooler than bare ground

Provide & maintain range of shade options for riding areas

Implement policies for participant horse ID, PIC numbers, vaccination status 
and health declarations.

SITE MANAGEMENT
Prepare & regularly review a property management plan

Obtain a Property Identification Code (PIC) by registering your property with 
Biosecurity SA (this is also a legal requirement)

Undertake good soil management, including maintaining organic matter, 
regular soil testing & amelioration for pH & fertility

Manage stocking rates & rotations to maintain pasture condition & reduce 
erosion & dust

Develop perennial pastures with more efficient water use

Undertake regular inspection of pastures for weeds & implement appropriate 
responsive action

WELFARE & SAFETY 
Prepare & regularly review an emergency response & recovery plan, including 
evacuation procedures for horses & people in the event of emergency 
including bushfire, flooding & coastal inundation or biosecurity hazards

Consider the potential for extreme weather such as heat or storms when 
scheduling events

Undertake bushfire prevention planning such as weed management, feed 
storage, chemical storage)

Practice event & venue emergency response plans

HORSE EVENT 
EMERGENCY 
PLANS
Your emergency 
preparation and 
response plan should 
consider the first 
96 hours after an 
emergency event and 
how you will get back to 
business. 

The following questions 
should be answered:

✔ Who do you need to inform 
when organising events? 
(CFS, Police)

✔ How and who will 
communicate with 
emergency services?

✔ What if roads are blocked 
– are there alternative 
evacuation routes from your 
facility?

✔ Could the club facility be 
used as a community equine 
evacuation centre?

✔ What education & training 
is provided to members to 
help prepare and practice 
emergency plans develop 
resilience 

✔ What contingencies are in 
place to help clubs get back 
to business? e.g. adequate 
insurance cover

I already 
do  
this

I could 
do this 
more

There are lots of resources available to help you with 
these actions. Links to many of these can be found on 
the Horse SA website

www.horsesa.asn.au/home/horse-care/ 
future-proof-your-horse


